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thoſe, which incline us to Honour and Eſteem the Great. 

| arethe moſt ſirong, Deca 

molt Natural'Objets « Coneupiicence 3 

hatred, which Men- bear- ' y Gennes, much nal hee 
Depen dance onthe Great,an e continu ced 

hey have of them; which x ile 'S bend 
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dition, Men deſpair of raiſing themſelves to an. equal 

height with them, and therefore are willing to-partici- 

pate of their enjoyments by ſubmitting to them.. 
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Yor which x6 aſon Hurtane £ont har of Greatneſs isnot? 
commonly ford. but among thoſe, who deſpuiſe” their” 
Pride with the name of Philefoy phie, ſuch as not being a- 
_ ble to _ their: Ambition bybecomirig Gjear, endea-. 

vour to ſatisfy their Malice by vilifying thoſe who are ſo. 


Since,we cannot arrive to-Greatneſe, let us vewenge our ſelves. 


by railing at it, fa Montazgne; & thereby aptly en th. 
expreſſed this Natural ſenti ans of Pri TN ' ! fs 
And f there were ſome Philoop hers, w! having rea- 
ſon, to. oontepred: with the Ah they, eld mthe, world, 
did” notwithſtanding 1 in appearance contemneand:decrie 
CLaterby their Writings.ard Diſcourſes 7this-was the 
of more ſubtile : 4 artificial Vanity. Theſe Men 

took ſufficient care not to forſake. their Rietics in. good 
earneſt.  Sexeca made it his buſi neſs t to end hiniſelf'by 
Maximes againſt ſuch an effetive Renunciatioh.” T#firz 
eſt animi pati non ; poſſe Divitias. Tt is (faith he ). the w_ 
of 4 weak, mind not to be able to. endure Riches. Wherefore 


then, are ſd, many fine, Diſcoutſes made againſt the Great, 


and againlt Riches ? It is. becauſe they would Joyn toge- 


ther, both the worldly Glory of Greatneſs, and the Philo- - 


fophical Glory. of the Contempt 6f Greatneſs, that they 


might. be prized not only by the Commonaley,but alſo by 
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"_ thank happy. The) prefer their Condition before that of 
ES - hole, pos are deſtitute of ſack! erijoytnents, and the this 
Preferetice they raiſe them above'others. B 

henfion is. very, falfe. Becauſe Pleaſure; Mey Hin LA 
are not true Gogds ; they appear not th; but oily to 
Concupiftence: *, On the , contrary they IT and appear 
41 great Evie” to Reaſon epligh hrned'by Faith, becauſe they 
Et - great Impediments rq Pic 


ety an Salvation. Bur Men 


| nion, they have of Greatneſs, is not peculiar to them alone, 
| but is An th&Sentiment'of the moſt part bFthevortd, 
1 who together wirh ther reſpe&t/and aſe the Great: 
1 on this conſideration they lay a' new Baſis both in them- 
bt ſelves and others for enhancihg their yalue for Greatneſs, 
\ . ting before; the eyes of theit Trokp ination the Great,en- 
 _ compatted: by vaſt Troopes of Adtitrets,” who took on 
thera as Perfotiapes infinitely'Superiour to the reſt.  - | 
Such, is-the Idea, which Concupiſtenice createth inus 

of this: Condition. But a'very lictle Liphr wile rve'to 
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it ode Pride;, Reaſon'a AW it Hole ee 
neſs among Men ; And Religion confirmeth it by the” Au- 
thotity of God himElE-, But fort 
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becauſe he is mote miſerable then! hay ſelf: And that De- 

lafion, which ſhould make the Grear'to thirik their Con- 
dition happy, only becaule it ſcemerh'(6'to a Maleitude'bf 
filly and,abuſed People, ould deſerve Be inſtead of 
Eſteem and Veneration. © E wy 
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But the Holy Scriptures affure us, that bros 5 is du 
unto the Great, and the paytnent - erent an Ob haxion, 
wherewith Chriſtian Piery ought to comply. © 
ty, being inſeparable from Venity, cannot Ware Ye. 
which is $7 truly worthy of Honour. It maſtrhen be ſaid,” 
that. there is Something 004; it! Greatneſs,lince the Serip-._ 
tures on the one fide Srtopatiding usto honour the Greats 
and on'the' other teaching, that Hotiour is due to God aF 
one, Soli Deo Honor & Cloris, It followeth; that we ho- 
nour God by honouring the Great, and conſequent] that 
ſomething of God' is inthem , whereunto'the Retpet, 


which” is paid, them. "doth relate. © Bur for che k 


and. Origine, 6f Greatneſs. _— 
Concupiſtence, Reaſon and Religion Saul emſtlyes 

though -diverlly , towards the compoſtire” ;nf t iis Condi- 

tion,, Which is, called Greatneſs. && 'defireth 
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- and. peru 1t perceiyeth that the.Light of Man's. under- 
E.. Tanding, ſince his Sint, is too feeble to dire& him even in 
_ Marters only the-Civil life, and that the Cor- 
rupti Wl ls Inch, as rendreth-him incapable of be- 
Wk: ta I in a regular Conditjon, It ſeeth it 
A Nec whe that there ſhould be ſome more 
hd ck or Lay, which might oblige him to the 
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the one nor the other: are ſufficient to render / bly ay 
Men. are not im their own Power; Ad 1 cannot 


| committing Treaſon againſt Him. Should a Co np 


ſhould make uſe thereof,” as an Utirpet ard Ty! 


fame to another. This is our Caſe in'reſi of * 30 FE 


together by Laws and Conſtitutions, 
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'But. i Cancupiſcence defireth Greatneſs, 4 and . 


Reaſon approveth. the. eſtabliſhment thereof; 1 yet ” | 


their Soveraign Maſter, neither can 8 
Command , {et up. or ac legs: A 


Ef 


Slaves, aſſembled in- a Priſon, confer on ſ>me an 


themthe Power of Life and Death oyer the reſt, It? 19 not 


to be doubted ,- but their Maſter would trot ohl 
ſo bold and raſh an Eſtabliſhment, butalfopuni 


ſuch Authority appertained to Him alone; Bd lbtod 
It was only He, that could communicate and' trans 


are all his Slaves, and cannot diſppſe of our Rlves;"! 
his Order.. It would therefore be in vam, , that Mew 
ſome amongſt them the Right and Power of 7OVErn 


 thers, did not God joyn hjs Authorit ir Chivioe | 


And for this Reaſon (according td the 


gxftine) all Capital Puniſhments 8 a= of Jaſtice 


would be ſo many Homicides and Murthers;if Ge 
theſole Maſter of the Life & Death of Men,” Ln 
them the Power of .infliting Death on Tho; 
violate:the Laws of Nature, and trouble; Ms 
We learn from. the Seriptures, that God harh Gene A That 
He hath ratifyed by his Authority theſe'Humiahe fab | 
ments, That He approveththe bring and uniting 
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© Thea are not vain Speculations, but Truthes defined by 
aly Tr riptures., It 1s the Apoſtle $. P2ul, who teacherh 
| Power cometh froni God. No & $4zz =o nife 
a IND Thar Authorities are eſtabliſhed by One tn- 
tem ſunt;z Deo ordinate ſunt. That WholBever tt ththem, 
doth refiſt.the Order Ee A ppointment of God.: ©x7 reſe- 
$i Pateſtati, Def ordiwationi  effit That thoſe who go- 
ra the People are the Miniſtets of God, for the teward- 
iv (the Good and puniſhirig the Evil. Dez Mimiſter eft tib; 
292 Bonum, BY es: Tide, vindex in Tram. And hegiveth - 
: "which he taketh Ritnſb1ſ as an 
— Homo ut MihiF#ros Chrifti. 
that Greatniels i Sa rn re of 
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or, more , 
imparect (en yp and mY are not : Uſdrpers, 
| XIV. 


FF tahay eafily be comprehended by this Dodrine, "al 
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ough. Monnhgs and the other Formes of Governinent 


"may. proceed 2g nally from -the Choice and Conſent of 


ae Pe PS. wet e Authority of Monarchs is not derived 
Feop! e, but from-God alotie. He'indeed hath b1- 
cople cople Power to Chuſe theit Governimeiit* But 


ffeſe ge parted to edi m Re onarr ation 
e,the 1 Conſent of the People makerh hot 
Þ ke wk the communication of God's Royalty and 
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rea] and ſolid Right over their Subje&s. And it is for this 
reaſon, that the Apoſtle calleth not Princes the Miniſters of 
the People , but the Miniſters of God; becauſe they hold 
their Power-from none but God. | 
= 

From what hath been ſaid may be drawn a Conſequence 
moſt advantagious for fucceffive Monarchies, which is; 
that-although this Forme -of Government might originally 
depend on the People, through the Choice they made of 
a-certain Family, and the Order they appointed for the 
ſucceſſion ; Nevertheleſs this Order being once ſettled; 
it is not in the People's Power tochange the ſame. Becauſe 


the Authority of makmg ſuch Conſtitutions doth not re- 


fide any longer in the People, who have deprived them- 
ſelves thereof, and had good reaſon fo todo, there being 
nothing more profitable for them : But it refideth now in 
the King, to whom God communicateth his Power, for 
the Government of the People. Wherefore as in ſucceſſive 
Monarchies, the Kings can never die, nor the People 
ever be without a King ſo for this cauſe can they never 
be in a Condition of Making any n:zw Law towards the 
Changing the Order of the Succeſſion, nor have any juſt. 
Authority for the ſame : In regard that this Authority re- 
fideth always in the King, being imparted tohim by God, 
accarding to that Conſtitution and Order, whereunto the 
People did voluntarily ſubject themſelves. 
XVI 

And hence it is likewiſe clear, that it can be never law= 
ful for any One to riſe or take Armesagainſt his Soveraign; 
and engage in a Civil War. Since War cannot be made 
without Authority, and that Soveraign too, vis. /ſuch-as 
hath a Power of Life and Death, and may juſtify.che:ſe- 


this 


oo 
4 % "7nd FE Wow p Mm v 
Y . * 


Saveraignty and Greatneſs. 9 - . 


10 T he Grounds of 


this Right over the Lives of Men appertaineth not to any, 
but to the King alone, and thoſe who exerciſe the ſame 


by his Authority. So that Rebels being deſtitute of this 


Right, commit as many Homicides, as they ſhay Men, ina 
Civil 'War, becauſe they take away their Lives without 
a competent Authority, and againſt the Order and Ap- 
pointment of God. Tt is in vain alſo, that they alledge for 
their juſtification the Diſorders of the State, whereuntso 
they pretend to bring a remedy ; in regard thatns diſor- 
der can give Subjects a liberty to draw the Sword, ' neither 
can they have any Authority to make uſe thereof, but by 
his alone, who hath received it from God. 6 
| XVII. | 
- This Regal Power and Right of Governing People, 
which belongeth eſlentially to God , but is communicated 
by him to Men, for the benefit and good of Men, as we 
have already ſaid, doth indeed eminently reſide in Kings, 
but paſfeth alſo and extendeth it ſelF to their Mimſters, and 
all thoſe who are employed under them for the exerciſe of 
their Government & preſervation of Order,in ſuch manner 
as it compriſeth all that Authority, which actuateth and re- 
gulateth the whole State, and 1s variouſly diſtributed ac- 
cording to the ſeveral Charges & Vimiſtries of the Realm; 
and whoſoever poſſeſfeth any Portion thereof, 1sa Miniſter 
of God, by reaſon of the part he holdeth of His Authority. 
XVIII. | 
It may be faid, that there are in States certain Great- 
neſſes, which conſiſt more inthe rank of thoſe who poſleſs 
them, then in any Authority. Such is the quality of Prin- 
ces of the Bloud, which giveth them a Preheminence, but 
mecludeth no Juriſdiction, unleſs joyned to ſome Office or 
Charge. Burt this Rank it ſelf is a kind of Authority, and 
proecedeth likewiſe from the Order of God. Becauſe Hu- 
| mane 
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 Soverargnty and Greatneſs, n 
mane Affaires not being able to ſubſiſt without dne Order 
and Regulation, 1t was neceſlary that ſuch Preheminences 
ſhould be conſtituted, and that Some ſhould have Right 


of being Preferred before Others. And this Preference 
hath been moſt juſtly accorded to the Princes of the Bloud, 


and neceſſarily floweth from the nature and genius of ſuc- 


ceſſive Monarchies. Becauſe this Forme of Government 
conſiſting eſſentially in the Ele&ion of a certain Family , 
the People chufing ſuch as ſhall be of it for their Sove- 
raigns, according to the order of their Birth, it is manifeſt, 
that all thoſe of that Family have right tothe Regal Power, 
and may hereafter happen to arrive thereat, and therefore 
it is requiſite, that the People ſhould be. accuſtomed before 


hand to look on them with greater Reſpect then the' reſt, 


for as much as otherwiſe, when they ſhould in effeqt obtain 
the Scepter , Men would hardly be able to have thoſe (en- 
timents of Submiſſion for them; which ought to be had to- - 
wards Kings.  SERIEX 5015 0:34 Sb 
XIX. . 

By theſe Principles may be reſolved the Queſtion touch- 
ing That , which rendreth Great Men worthy of Reſpect. 
It is neither their Riches, nor their Pleaſure, nor their 
Pomp3 but it is the part they have of the Soveraignty of 
God, which ought to be Honoured in their Perſons, -ac- 
cording to the meaſure, which they poſſeſs thereof: Tt is 
the Order, wherein God hath placed them by the Diſpo- 
ſition of his Providence ; In ſo much as:this Submiſſion 
having for its Object, That which is truly worthy of Re- 
ſpect, 1t ought not only to be exteriour and a bare Cere- 
mony, but muſt be likewiſe interiour; that is, muſt include 
the acknowledgment of a real Superiority and Greatneſs, 
in Thoſe wWhoare honoured after this manner. ::And it is 
for this Cauſe, that the A_ commandeth Chriſtians to 

2 be 
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2  TheGronnas of. 
be ſabjeQt to Powers, not only for fear of puniſhment, but 
alſo through a motive of Conſcience. Now ſolune propter. + 
ram, ſed etiam propter Conſcientiam. 

1-3. 

The Pomp and Splendour, accompanying the State of 
Great Men, 15s not that which cauſeth them to deſerve Ho- 
nour, but it is nevertheleſs that, which dath-make. them 
actually to be honoured by the greateſt part-of the world. 
And becauſe it is juſt that they ſhould be honoured, it is 

_ alfo fit, that in order thereunto -their Greatneſs ſhould be 
attended by ſome exteriour Magnificence. For Men are 
not ſpiritual enough, toacknowledge and honour in them 
the Authority of God,ſhould they behold themin ſuch an 
Equipage, asis the ordinary object of their ſcorn. and aver- 
fion. Wherefore that Greatneſs may make the impreſſion 
it ought on their minds , there 1is.a neceſſity that it be firft 
made on their ſenfes. It 1s for this reafon that-Wealth be- 
cometh neceſſary to the Great, in proportion to the de- 
gree wherein they are, ſince that without it they would- 
not be able to maintain-the Decency required by their 
Condition, and conſequently be diſreſpetted and rendred 
uſtleſs among Men. What therefore Tertul/ian teacheth 
De Taol. Cap. 18: 1s a palpable miſtake , viz. . That all out- 
ward marks of Dignity and Power, and all Ornaments belong- 
ing to Great Offices, are not allowed to ChriStians, and that - 
Chriſt reckoned ' all thoſe things among the Pomps of the 
Devil; by appearing ſo meanly himſelf, and in a ſlate fat 
erough from all Splendour and Magnificence. For, Chriſtian 
Religion 1s never contrary-to right Reaſon: And though 
Chriſt .did not aflume this 'outward Pomp, 1t was not. 
becauſe he abſolutely diſapproved the ſame, but becauſe 
it was not proper for his Function and Miniſtry,” which 


was-to ſhow, :even in his exteriour Deportment, what 
Diſpo- 


Soverargntyand Greatneſs. 11 
Diſpofitren allhis Diſciples ought inwardly: to have. The 
Great ought then to learn from the. Example of Chris# 
not to love indeed this Pomp, -but muſt not caſt it off, un- 
leſs God ſhould inipire them, abſolutely to quit the 
World: But we need not wonder at this miſtake. of Ter- 
tall;an:, ſince he affrmeth in the ſame Book, That Chri- 
$Hans are forbidden to judge in Matters concerning the 
Lives or Honour of Men ; which 1s contrary to the Doctrine 


2nd Practice of the Church. 
þ 9 += Bl 


In hke manner the outward ſigns of Reſpect, which In- - 


feriours pay to the Great, are moſt juſtly due unto them, 
and the neceflary attendants of their Condition and 
Degree. For although perhaps originally they were no- 


. thingelſe, but the Inventions. of Humane Pride, which de- 
lighteth to behold others abaſed through its Greatneſs, yet - 
muſt it be acknowledged,that theſe Ceremonies & Reſpetts . 


are in themſelves Utfeful and Reaſonable , and.therefore 


though Pride: had not introduced. them,.. Reaſon would : 


have dope it- Becauſe it is convenient and Juſt, that the 
Great 


poſition to humble themſelves and own the Superiority of 


 athers, that to induce ther Minds thereunto, it isneceſfa- 


ry firft to exerciſe and accuſtome. their Bodies, whereof 
the; Soul inſen{ibly admitting the Bent and Poſture, will 
ealily paſs from Ceremony to Truth. And for this*teafoh 
it was fit, that theſe outward demonſtrations of ReſpeX 
ſhould be fomewhat incommodious and Uneaſy , other- 


wiſe they would not be ſo manifeſtly diſcerned, to be Ex- | 


preffions of Hanour towards the Great ,, but might b2 
lookedon, as. things done meerly out of pleaſure or con + 


Venrence . 


ould be honoured by a ſincere and true acknow- - 
ledgment of God's. Qrder,and Appointment , . which hath - 
raifed them above the reſt; But Men haveſo great an Op- 
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venience, and by that means be indifferently ſhown to all; 
which could not have had an efficacy, towards the imprint- 
ing on the Mind any ſentiments of Reverence, for thoſe 
that are Honoured in this manner. 
: - © S& 
Some have ſaid that, there being two ſorts of Greatneſs, 
the one Natural, and the other Eſtabliſhed, we ought to 
render to the Naturabonly,: thofe Natural Refpe&ts, which 
conliſt in the eſteem and inward Submiſſion ; and give to 
the Greatneſs of Eſtabliſhment, thoſe Honours only, that 
are eſtabliſhed, viz. certain Ceremonies, invented by Men, 
for the honouring ſuch Dignities, as they themſelves con- 
{fitute. But to render. this Notion altogether folid, it muſt 
be added, that theſe exteriour Ceremonies ought to pro- 
ceed from an inward Sentiment , whereby a real Superio- 
rity is acknowledged in the Great. For, their Degree in- 
cluding, as we have ſaid, a participation of the Authority 
.of God,-it meriteth a true and interiour Reſpect. Neither 
1s there as much reaſon to ſay , That the Great have right 
- toexa&tnone other from us, but ſuch kind of outggard Ce- 
- remonies, without any Correſpondence thereunto in the 
'Mimnd; as there is, that they have no right to require theſe 
Ceremonies , but only in order to the ſtamping on the 
*Minda juſt ſenſe and reverence for their State. In ſo much 
- as when they are well affured , touching ſome Perſons, 

that they have ſuch inward Diſpoſitions towards them as 
they ought, theſe outward Duties may be diſpenſed with, 


being. of no farther ule. 


Q 


- 


| . - % & os 5 Bo 
It is true, that the Reſpe& due unto the Great, ought 
not tocorrupt our Judgment concerning them, nor make 
us eſteem in them, what is not worthy thereof. "This Re- 


ſpe& is compatible with the knowledge of their faults, rn 
ther 
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Soveraignty and Greatneſs. 1s 
ther doth it forbid us, interiourly to prefer thoſe, who 
have more rea] Goods and Natural Greatneſs. But becauſe 
Honour 1s their due., and it 1s uſeful to mankind, that it 
ſhould be paid them, but the Common People have not 
enough , either of Diſcretion or Equity, to condemn 


faults, without deſpiſing thoſe, in whom they obſerve them; 


Every one 1s obliged, to take an extreamcare, in ſpeak- 
ing of the Great, and all thoſe, to whom Honour 1s ne- 
ceſſary ; That Sentence of Holy Scripture, Speak not evil 
of the Prince of thy People, being underſtood of all Superi- 
ours, as well Secular as Eccleſiaſtick, viz. Univerſally of all 
ſuch, as any wayes participate of the Power of God. Where- 
fore the liberty, which the Commons take, of decrying the 
Conduct of their Governours , is a thing moſt repugnant 
to Piety : For beſides that very often they ſpeake raſhly, 
and without Truth , for want of ſufficient Information, 
they can hardly ever do it, without (in and injaſtice ; in | 
regard that, by ſach Dyſcourles, they produce in others a 
diſpoſition contrary to that which God requireth from 
them, towards thoſe whom he employeth to govern them. 
| | XXIV. | | 
There are ſome, who- would at leaſt, that this Authority, 
which is to be reſpefted, ſhould aliwayes be joyned ta Me- 
rit, acculing ſuch Laws of injultice , as have faſtned the 
ſame to exteriour quality. How trinmphantly do they 
attack thoſe Conſtitutrons, which make Greatneſs to de- 
pend on Birth ? In the choice of a Pilot (fay they) it is 
not regarded, who amongſt the Pretenders is of the better 
Family: Wherefore 1s the ſame done 1n the greater Go- 
vernments of Kingdoms and Empires ? But this is, be- 
cauſe they know not the true extent of the weaknels and 
corruption of our Nature. Their reaſoning would be good, 


. were Mea Juſt and Reaſonable 3 butſince they neither are 
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'Nor will beſo, 1t 1s frivolous and inconcluſive. The Natn- 
Tal and indeleble Injuſtice of Man's heart, rendreth the pre- 
ſent choice, not only Reaſonable, but the Maſter-piece of 
Reaſon. For, Whom ſhall we chuſe > The moſt Vertu- 
ous, 'the moſt Wiſe, the moſt Valiant. Behold! every 
one cryeth, that He is this moſt Vertuous, moſt Valiant, 
and moſt Wiſe. Let us therefore fix our Choice to ſome- 
thing exteriour, manifeſt, and inconteſtable. He is the 
Kings Bldeft Son. This is clear, and without room for 
Diſpute. Reaſon cannot do better : Since that Civil War, 
which moſt commonly ſpringeth from the other Method, 
15 the greateſt of Evils, and therefore moſt to- be avoided. 
| XXV. 
As this is true of the Regal Power, ſo is it ikewiſe of 
the chief Dignities, and firſt Ranks of the State, Were it 
not good (fay ſome) that there ſhould be Princes and 
Nobles of Merit, and not of Birth, and that Men ſhould 
arriveat this Height by Vertue, and not by a vain Quality ? 
Is it not unjuſt, that the General of an Army, after the 
Conqueſt of many Provinces., ſhould be forced to give 
place to a Prince of the Blood without prudence or expe- 
rience ? No, 'tis not unjuſt, but rather the moſt excellent 
Stratageme, which Reaſon hath invented, for tempering 
the haughty Nature of Greatneſs, and freeing that State 
from the hatred and envie of Infertours. Should none be 
Great but through Merit, the Elevation of Perſons to that 
degree, would continually advertiſe Men, of the prefe- 
rence given to others before them, whom they imagining 
to deſerve leſs then themſelves, would fill the Kingdom 
with clamours, and complarn of the Injuſtice and Partiality 
of ſuch Promotions. But .by uniting Greatneſs to Birth, 
we calm the Prnde of Inferiours, and render Greatneſs leſs 
Piquant and incommodgjous to them: Men are not athamed 
to 
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to give place, when they can ſay, 7 ewe this to his Birth: 
This reaſon'convinceth the mind, without wounding it 
by ſpite or jealouſy : Hereunto it is accuſtom'd, . and 
will not refiſt an eſtabliſhment no waies injurious to. its 
own credit. | 
XXVI. | 
Another advantage ariſing from this eſtabliſhment, is, 
that our Princes and Great Men will be. rendred hereby 
more humble and free from haughtineſs. It is not arro- 
gance for us to remain in that order and degree, where- 
in the Providence of God hath placed us, if we uſe 
the ſame for thoſe ends, which we ought. We may, not- 
withſtanding our High Degree, retain ſentiments of hu- 
mility within our hearts, and may be able to perceive and 
acknowledge ourfailings and miſeries, looking on. our 


Dignity as extrinſick, and not properly belonging to us, 


but proceeding meerly from the appointment of God. But 


.1t would. be very difficult for us, to preſerve humility, 
ſhould we look on our Promotion, as the fruit of our own 


labour and merits. Having prepoſleſſed it by our Deſires, 
and procured it by our Induſtry, we ſhould eaſily be 


. brought to imagine, that it was our due}, and that we 


ſurpaſſed others in Deferts, as far as we excelled them in 
Dignity. 7) Ferret ies hl | 
"It  . &KVIL | 
Where Merit is the paſſage to Greatneſs, ſeldom any 
enter, but through the Gate of Ambition. | And by ſub- 
ſtituting the Favourite and the Bribe, in the place of {ub- 
ſtanrial qualities, Men often arrive thereat without Merits 
but almoſt ever withoutVocation, being onlyCalled ther- 
unto by their own Ambition : Whereas thoſe, who are 


_ Great by Birth, may truly.ſay, That they were called to 


their State by God, and that He madethem Great.:, So 
W - that. 


ww |: Fe Ground s:0f 
that faithfully practifing the Daties belonging to 'their 
Condition, they are;without doubt,in much greater afſu- 
rance of obtaining the'Bleſling and Grace of God, 'then 
thoſe, who having raiſed themſelves 'through [motives 


altogether carnal and vitious, ought rather to leave;then ' 


retain their Dignities; ſince they cannot ſay in their con- 
ſciences, that God hath lifted them'to that height, whi- 
ther only their own Pride hath carryed-them. 
| XX VHI - | 
This manner of honouring the Great, 'by conſidering 
4in'them the part, which'they hold of "God's 'Authority, 
1s the more uſeful to publick 'Society., 'in 'regard' that 
being independent of Perſonal qualities; it 'is{o hkewife 
of all Opinions and Caprichoes concerningithem': and 
by this means becometh' fixt and 'invariable. SR 
Behold another Cauſe of the reaſonableneſs: of this 
Honour. EOS 
Tt is moſt certain, that Superiours are Miniſters em- 
iployed by God, for the procuring -to Men" the/greatelt 


-and moſt-eſſentia} Goods of this World; ſince that, with- 


out the-eſtabliſhment-of this'Politick order, 'Men-could 
-not- enjoy theiriEſtates , inhabit quietly, travel in-(afe- 
'ty, receive-any benefit from Commerce, or advantage 
from the Induſtry of others, and from humane'Society. 
Were this Order deſtroy'd, none could ſay, that he poſ- 
ſefled any thmg; Men would become enemics.to one an- 
* other, 'and ftir np a*general Civil war, not tobe decided 
*but by force. $60 HIST be LE 
'But forthe better underſtanding, how much we are 


-obliged to thei Politick Conſtitution, we muſt confider, 


*that'Men by reaſon of theix firſt tranſgrefſion, becoming 
\yoid *of ' Chatity, yet! ſtill: remained full of wants and 
| neceſlities, 
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neceſſities, and depending of one another, in a. great 


.number of things. In order to the ſupplying theſe ne- 


ceſſities, Cupidity hath taken.the place of Charity, and 
effeceth it after a manner, which we cannot enough ad- 
mire, and whereunto the ordinary -Charity could not. 


arrive. For example; You ſe ſpread all over the Coun- 
trey Perſons, whoare ready to affiſt you, when you tra- 


vel: They prepare your lodgings, and other accommo- 


dation: You command them what you pleaſe; and they 
Hot only obey, but acknowledge for a favour, that you 


vouchſate to accept their ſervices: They excuſe. not 
thenflelves from any attendance you require. What 


could be more admirable, then theſe Perſons, were they 


animated by Charity? But it is Cupidity, which maketh 
them at, and that with ſp good a grace ang. exceſs of 


duty, that (I ſay) they look on it as a boon,ta have be 
employed in ferving you. 


Where is that Charity, which is-contented to build an 


Houſe for you, replentth it with moveables, 'adorn it 
. with Tapeſtry, and put the key thereof into your hands? 


Cupidity will do. it, and chearfully too. What Cha- 
rity will run to the 7-dies for Medicines, ſtoop to the 
meaneſt Employments, and not refuſe the baſeſt and moſt 
painful Offices? Cupidity will perform all this, without 
grudging. | 
There is nothing then, whereby greater fervices are 
done to Men, than by their Cupidity it ſelf. But that this 
Cupidity may be fitly diſpoſed to renderthem, it muſt 
be limited by ſomething, ſince of it (elf, it hath-neither 
bound nor meaſure; and inſtead of being ſubfervient to 
human Society, would ruine and deſtroy it. There 1s 
no excels, whereof it is not capable, being left alone and 
without check or tyg,” it's Inclination- and natural bent 
- + _ _ rending 
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tending towards Injuſtice, Rapine, Murther, and the 
oreatelt Diſorders. | 


It was neceſſary therefore, that ſome Art ſhould be_ 


found out, for the regulating Cupidity 3 and this Art is 
the Politick Order,or State-Government; Which reſtraineth 
Cupidity by the fear of puniſhment, and applyeth it.to 


the uſes of Civil Society. This Order giveth us Merchants, 


Phyſitians, Artilts, and generally. whatever conduceth 
ro the pleaſures, or ſatisfyeth theneceſhities of Life. -For 
which reaſon we have a great obligation to the Preſer- 
vers thereof, viz. fich as hold that Authority, which 
regulateth and maintaineth the State, 

(3:74 FF; { LEY RX» RET DL Ae 
"People would admire a Man that ſhould tame Lyons, 
Bears, Tigers and other ſavage Beaſts, and make them fit 
for Service. This wonder 1s done by State-Government; 
ſince that Men filled with Cupidity,. are worſe then Ti- 
gers,Bears or Lyons;.each-ohe wonld devour the reſt, but 
yet by means of the Laws &;Policy;they are tamed after 
ſuch ſort, that Services as uſeful,” are- performed by them, 
as could proceed fromthe pureſt Charity. | 

Sf; 07 Fer XXKXlL. Ln ori Een 
'..: State ' Goverment is the moſt excellent. Invention 
found. out by Men, wheteby each particular among(t 
them. obtaineth more convenience,than the greateſt.and 
richeſt King could do, were this Order -diſcomposd. 
How were it poſlible without this Invention, that any 


one Man ( whatever wealth he poſſeſſed; or. how many 


ſervants ſoever attended him) ſhould enjoy thoſe advan- 
tages, - which now a Citizen of Loxdox doth, with the 
Rent of one thouſand: pounds per au ? What would 
1tcoft him; to fend Ships all over the World, that ſome 
might-bring him Medicines, -otherg, Cloaths, others Cu- 
NB. riontics, 
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'  Soveraigntyand Greatneſs. 21 
riofities, and the works of diſtant Nations? What 


number of Servants would ſuffice towards the procurin 
News, duly every week, from all parts of Europe? What 


Riches would be enough to enteitain ſo many Couriers, 


ſo-many- Horſes for their Riding, and ſo many Inns for 
their Lodging , as were neceſſary? How many Soul- 
diers were requilite to ſecure the waies, and defend 
them from Theeves? What: a Troop of Artiſans and 
Mechanicks to provide him Dwelling, Food, and Ray- 


ment? All Arts being joyn'd and link'd together,..and 


having need one of another, a neceſſity would be found 
of them all : 'nejzther would it be (ſufficient, to get all 
theſe things for himſelf; ſince they. muſt be procured 
likewiſe, for all ,thofe who are his Officers and work for 
him ; which proceedeth. to an anfinity..-: One ſingle; 
Alderman hath all this; without labour, care;'or trouble. 


| Whatſoever, not-only neceſlity, but his fancy craveth, . 


is fetched:for him from Chimras: Pern,; Agypt.,. Perſia,. Or 
any other part of the. Worlds Heiis exempted: from the: 
pains of providing-Ships; heisnot expoſed tg the hazard: 
and 1}! ſucceſs pf Voyages., , The waies are free and open 
to him throughout Exrope: : Poſts are Eſtabliſhed, that 
he.-may neither want. the. uſcfulnefs.. of Advice, nor 
the entertainment of News..; Thererarethoſe, whoſpend. 
their. Lives in the ſtudy of Nature, for the-remedying 
his Diſeaſes, and are as ready to ſerve him; as if he kept 
them at conſtant wages. It may be ſaid with truth, that 
there are a million of Men;, who labour, for- him. - He 
may reckon in the number of his Servants, all the Arti- 
ſansof-Exgland, and even thoſe of neighbour: Countries; 


 fince they are all diſpoſed to do. him ſeryice, and he may 
command them when he pleaſeth, in laying down a (mall 


recompence, according to eſtabliſhment; ' which is-the 
nes | | leaſt 


% 
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leaſt wages,that could be given to Servants. Thefe, who 
work for him, are not burthenfom or incommodious to- 
him in the leaſt. He is neither obliged to provide for 
their neceſlities.ftor to make their Fortunes. There/15no 


need of Supertour Officers to govern,or inferiour toferve 
them or if there be, he js not troubled therewith. Who . 
is able to cxto] theſe advantages enough, which render. 


the condition of private Perſons, equal to that of Kings; 
and difpenfing with the Amxieties that attend great 
Riches, afford them all ſorts of Convenience > 
| XXXIL : 

That, which maketh the moſt part of the World in- 
ſenſible of all this, is a principle of Vanity and Ingrati- 
tude: They reap the ſame benefit from thoſe, who la- 
bour for the Publick, wherem they themſelves are com- 
priſed, as if they wrought for them alone. Their Let- 
ters are as well carryed to the furthermoſt parts of the 
World, by a Courier, that carryeth ten thouſand, as if 


he carryed but one only. They are as well looked af- 


ter, by a Phyſitian, who viſiteth many others, as if he 
waited on none but them ; nay, rather better, ſince by 
obſerving others, he gaineth experience, and becometh 
' more capable of affiſting them; nevertheleſs becauſe they 
are not the only Perſons, who enjoy theſe goods, ' they 
are neither touched nor concern'd. Their neceflittes are 


as well ſupply'd, but their vanity is ot as well fatisfy'd. 


Becauſe they haveno right to monopolize and arrogate 
_ to themſelves in particular all thoſe Men, who do them 
any ſervicexthey account for nothing whatſoever is done. 
And although the utility, which accrueth toothers,doth 
not dimmiſh theirs, it taketh away how ever the ſenſe, 
they ought to have of this benefit; and they thmk them- 


| felves obliged to no'body, becauſe an infinity of _ 
are 
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Men donotordinarily:take notice of theſe real-Goods, 
-which they receive)from ;Kings,and from-the-Great; be- 
. cauſe they never reflec on the common favours .of God 


Almighty, how conſidefable ſoever they are. We ne- 
ver conſider with one of the Antients, that wethaye an 


high obligation to the Earth, for ſuſtaining us, and 
ſhould be ſufficiently perplexed, did itſink from our feet. 


This oblivion is the proof, but cannot be the excuſe of 
our Ingratitude. For ſince theſe are benefits, and great 
ones too, Which we receive from God, by the mini- 
{try of Men, we ought to be thankfull for them to God, 


and include in our acknowledgement thoſe, whom he 
- appornteth to-confer-them on us, and -maketh the-Stew- 


ards of his Authority here in the World. 
X XXIV. 

Human Obligations, when they are juſt, become the 
Duties of Religion; becauſe Chriſtian Religion hath for 
its Rule the Supream Juſtice, and confiſteth in an exa&t 
following the ſame; for which reaſon:the Apoſtle com- 
mandeth Chriſtians, to pray for Kings, and thoſe , who 
govern, under them, the Temporal State: And theſe 
prayers are due unto them, were it only for the Charge 
they have, of preſerving the Publick Peace and Tran- 
quility. Therefore it 1s certainly a great fault and negli- 
gence,not to offer up our prayers for Kings; and we do 
hereby render our {elves unworthy of thoſeGoods, which 


"God beſtoweth onMerl by their means.FewPerſons make 


ſufficient refleAion hereon. Men are taken up in com- 
plaining of the diſorders of the Government, which many 
times they are ignorant of, but never think of paying 
that juſt acknowledgement, which is due unto G od, 

| yy | for 
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' hate with:them, in-boththe Advantage and Obligation, 
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for the Benefits, that accrue to them, from: all Regular 
-Governments. And yet theſe Benefits are infinitely more 
'conſiderable, then thoſe Diſorders, true or falſe, which 
are the continual ſubjeQ of their Complaint and Mur- 
- muration. T 
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